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46. On putting trust in God when others make stinging remarks 

a. Beloved: Do not worry about what others say about you as long as your conscience 
is clear.  If these words hurt you, you may be too worldly and you care too much 
what other people are saying.   

b. You may still have the desire to please people and no really humble and dead to the 
world.   

c. God has the final word and that is all we should be concerned about 
d. What God sees and says in true and should be our only concern. 
e. Learner: Prayer for strength to only care about God’s judgments. 

47. All troubles must be borne for the sake of eternal life 
a. Do not lose heart on your way.  Time here is short 
b. Go on doing your work.  Go on with what you are doing; work faithfully in my 

vineyard; the reward you will have is myself. Go on writing, reading, singing, sighing, 
keeping silence, bearing your troubles like a man; it is well worth fighting all your 
present battles, and even greater ones, to gain eternal life. 

c. Look to the saints for how they did it 
d. Focus on heaven when things get hard.   The saints had it hard and now they are in 

glory 
48. On the day of eternity and the troubles of this life 

a. Learner:  Look how great life is for the saints 
b. Look how hard it is here on earth all the things that plague the human being 
c. The learner asks when he will finally be at peace. 
d. The learner longs for heaven but is stuck on earth and he feels the civil war within 
e. Learner prays for help to focus only on heaven even as he has many distractions in 

the mind 
f. Close the door on earthly interests and in his life and his heart, he is worthy to 

mingle with the angels.  
49. On longing for eternal life and the joys promised to those who fight against that life 

a. Beloved: When you get the longing for heaven in prayer, do not think that it is by 
your own effort.  I have given you these consolations:  Make you advance in 
holiness, make you more deeply humble, better prepared for conflicts to come, cling 
close to God with all yeh love of your heart, to make you long to serve God with 
willing devotion  

b. There are often fires burning, my son, but not a flame shoots upward without smoke 
beside it. That is the way with a lot of people who are afire for heavenly things; the 
flame is there well enough, but they are not free from the temptation of bodily 
desire. Thus it is that, for all the longing they put into their prayers, they do not offer 



them solely for the honor of God.    No prayer can be called perfect or free from 
blemish when there is some tincture of self-interest in it. 

c. Do not ask me for things to make life pleasant and comfortable for you; ask for what 
is acceptable to me, for whatever brings me honor. If you look on things in the way 
you should, you ought to prefer my way of ordering things, and keep to it, rather 
than ask for the fulfilment of your own desires or for the keeping of something you 
have desired before. 

d. I know what you want and it is comforts of bliss, that is later, now is a time of war 
and trial and toil.  When you compare with others, they will seem to prosper, not 
you, be listened to by others and not you, others will ask of things and get them you 
will ask and not get them. 

e. Others will have nice things said of but not you, get positions of trust and not you,   
This will make you sad. These are the ways you are tested. Renounce yourself and 
break your own will 

f. Look to heaven because there you will have your way (BECAUSE IT WILL BE GOD’S 
WAY) find all you wanted and could desire.  Every kind of delight will be yours.  
Because your will and God’s will be ONE. 

g. Make sure that in everything God is glorified.  So do not mind what others are 
seeking 

50. How a man ought to put himself in God’s hands in time of trouble 
a. Learner: Prayer to want only God 
b. Praying for the Peace from God 
c. All praise and honor for God even if for a time we must suffer 
d. Endure suffering at the providence of God 
e. Thank God for now sparing his evil doing but for chastising him, afflicting him with 

sorrow and sending trouble inward and outwardly,   Your rod teaches me a lesson 
f. Do what you need to do to align my will to yours.  Better to be punished here than in 

the next world.   
g. Lord, grant that I may know what I ought to know, love what I ought to love, praise 

what best pleases you, value what you deem precious, condemn whatever in your 
eyes seems filthy. Let me not judge things by outward appearances or form my 
opinions on the hearsay of those who know but little; give me that true judgement 
which can form a correct opinion on matters both of the world we see and that other 
world of the spirit; and let me above all else ever seek what best pleases your will. 

51. We should busy ourselves with humble tasks when we fail to reach higher kinds of 
occupation 

a. My son, you cannot always be in a state of burning desire for holiness, cannot always 
remain in the higher reaches of contemplation. You have to come down to earth now 
and then—your fallen nature demands it—and shoulder the load of this life of 
constant decay, however much you dislike it and are weary of it. 

52. A man ought to think he deserves not consolation but punishment 
a. Learner: I do not deserve anything from God.  A sinner deserving nothing from God. 

53. God’s grace and worldly wisdom do not mix 



a. Beloved:  Clear the path of anything worldy so that you can have the graces flow into 
you.  Friends and acquaintances you should keep at a distance, and have your heart 
always empty of this world’s consolations. 

b. The one who has master over himself is the goal.  His feelings obey his reason and 
his reason obeys God  and so is master over himself and ruler of the world.  

c. Remove uncontrolled self love, then you will have peace.  Dying to self.  Most cannot 
rise above themselves  

54. On the opposition between the workings of nature and grace 
a. Beloved:  All men love the good but some go after the good that is only in 

appearance 
b. Nature is crafty, it is deceiving.  Things that are good seem bad and things that are 

bad seem good. 
c. The pitting of nature and grace.  Nature meaning just worldly and Grace that is 

focused on God.  It is a low perception of nature.  (nature is greedy, Grace is kind 
and unselfish, for example. This is just a repeat of worldly and Godly)  IT IS AN 
EXERCISE IN SEEING THAT NATURE THINGS THESE THINGS GOOD WHEN GRACE SEES 
OTHER THINGS THAT ARE GOOD. 

d. Grace lifts man up form the things of the earth to love the things of heaven. 
55. On the corruption of nature and the power of God’s grace 

a. Learner: Prayer for grace.  He is aware that in his body, he feels the tendency to sin.   
He has the will to do good but not the strength. Know the way of perfection but I am 
weighed down in my sign 

b. He knows that grace is absolutely necessary to know and choose the good  
56. We must deny ourselves and follow Christ along the way of the cross 

a. Beloved:  Christ is the way the truth and the life.   
b. Rely on the help of Jesus and follow him, carry our cross along with him. 

57. A man should not be too depressed when he slips into some fault of others 
a. Beloved:   It can be that you give advice, encouragement, but when the situation 

happens to you, trouble comes your way, your own good advice and moral support 
fail you. Do not fall into despair for months on end.   

b. Bear it with patience, You may find an offensive remark unpleasant and it might 
make you furious.  Keep control of yourself.  You might react in an unchristian way.  
Call on God to comfort, he stands ready to comfort. 

c. Don’t imagine everything is lost, just because you often find yourself in trouble or the 
prey of grave temptations. You are a man, not God, after all; no Angel, but flesh and 
blood. How do you think you could always stay in the same state of virtue, when 
Lucifer in heaven couldn’t do that, or the first man in Eden? I am he who raises up 
and supports those who are in distress, lifting up to my Godhead those who are 
aware of their own weakness. 

d. Learner thanks God for his support 
58. About Gods’ secrets, we ought not search into tis unfathomable judgements 

a. Beloved: Do not waste your time discussing things that are above your head or 
beyond the knowledge of this world.  Why evil?  Stand than in awe of it all 

b. Do not question if one saint is holier than another.  



c. God is the giver of the graces needed in the saints life. 
d. THERE MUST HAVE BEEN DISCUSSIONS OF GREATER SAINTS AND LESSER ONE.  HE 

GOES ON TO SAY DO NOT COMPARE THEM, THEY ARE ALL GOOD. 
e. The saints take no merit in themselves, and give God all the glory for their efforts. 

59. All our hope and trust must be placed in God alone 
a. Learner: he talks to God saying that all his hope is in God.  God only wants his good, 

even when tested. 
b. Prayer of having only God in his life and his grace until he goes to heaven.  


